
Member of the Year-Doug Simons

This year’s Member of the Year is none other than
Get-It-Done Doug—a title he more than earned. At
times, it felt like Doug Simons practically lived at
the club. If something needed fixing, moving,
repairing, cleaning, hauling, lifting, installing, or
rescuing from the bottom of the lake…Doug
Simons was already on it. Among the countless
things Doug accomplished this year were cleaning
the dry sail lot, helping install new imporovements
to bathrooms, ground maintenance, assisting with
new breakwter installment and so much more.
If a task needed doing, Get-It-Done Doug got it
done. He brought a consistently positive attitude,
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Year-end Party:
What a way to close the year



was warm and friendly to every member, and
approached each task—big or small—with
generosity and good humor. 
Thank you, Doug Simons, for everything you did
this year to make the club a better place for all of
us. 

As the saying goes, “all good things must come to an

end.” The number of boats that have been pulled out or

covered up in the past few weeks clearly indicates that

our 2025 sailing season is winding down. This year was

truly remarkable, made possible only through the hard

work and dedication of many volunteers. As I look back on

2025, some of our key achievements include:

Commodore's Corner
Doug Butcher

· Installing insulated ceilings in the kitchen and bathrooms. As an experiment, we plan
to keep the bathrooms operational all winter this year.
· Replacing the upper stairway leading to the clubhouse.
· Conducting extensive cleanup efforts across the grounds, including removing several
“beyond repair” boats and a large-scale effort to clear years’ worth of driftwood from our
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beach.
· Reaching 100 percent harbor occupancy, adding no new accounts to the legal list,
and settling all past due accounts.
· Hosting several memorable social events, including a fantastic Commodore’s Cup and
a season-ending party.
· Installing a new floating concrete breakwater.
These accomplishments were possible only because of the dedication and support of
our volunteers. A heartfelt thank you goes out to everyone who contributed their time
and effort this year; it is truly our volunteers who make PYC such a special place.

This year will be a tough act to follow.  I appreciate the confidence the Club has placed
in me to lead us through next year, and I will do my absolute best to ensure 2026 is
equally successful.  The Board is already at work setting ambitious goals for next year. 
While continuing to prioritize budget and membership goals, the board is also
committed to fostering a welcoming and inclusive environment.  We still have much
work to do to improve our physical and virtual infrastructure and communications,
especially with new members.  

Ensuring that every member feels heard and valued will be a constant focus.  I
encourage all members to share your suggestions for improvement or any concerns
you have, and if you have special skills, a favorite project you’d like to lead, or just want
to help out in general next year, please let me know. Contact information for board
members can be found at the bottom of this newsletter.

As we approach next season, the most immediate way members can support the club
is to renew their memberships on time. With harbor occupancy technically exceeding
the “new” dock capacity, timely renewal is essential to secure your slip for the 2026
season. Please watch for a renewal email during the first week of January, and if you do
not receive one, please contact Vice Commodore John Coode.
Thank you again to everyone who helped make PYC such a magical place this year. On
behalf of the Board, I wish you all a wonderful holiday season!



Membership Renewals Coming
Soon!

Now that we've had our first snowfall of
the winter seson, it’s time to look ahead
to the upcoming year—2026!
Renewal Process and Deadlines
This is a reminder that membership
renewal notifications will be sent out via
email in early January. Please remember
that renewal payments are due either on
the day of the spring meeting or before
that date.
Payment Options
You have two options for submitting your
payment:
· PayPal (please note there is a 3
percent convenience fee)
· Check, made payable to our treasurer
Slip Assignment and Harbor Capacity
As our harbor is currently at full capacity,
it is essential that all membership
renewals are received on time—or even
early—so we can properly assign slips
based on boat length and the
preferences of our members.
If You Do Not Plan to Renew
If you are not planning to renew your
membership for 2026, please inform me
as soon as possible. This will help us
make the necessary arrangements and
manage the waiting list efficiently.
Thank you for your attention and
cooperation.

Just because we are not sailing during
the winter doesn't mean that boats
(especially those in the harbor) should go
unattended.   It's up to the owner, not
Rich Rockel, to make sure boats are not
taking on water, sails flapping, etc.
1. For boats remaining in the water
throughout the winter months, please
adhere to the established guidelines for
bubbler use:

Thermostat Setting: Set your
thermostat to 28 degrees
Fahrenheit. There is no need to
provide a temperature “cushion”
above this setting.
Bubbler Operation: Bubblers that
are running when the water is not
frozen may be unplugged to
conserve energy. Please monitor
conditions and operate bubblers
only when necessary.
Power Source: Plug your bubbler
into the pedestal rather than inside
your boat. This allows for easier
troubleshooting should any issues
arise.

2. Dock lines.  All boats remaining in the
water should have 8 properly sized dock
lines, fenders in place, etc.  Shore power
cords should be unplugged for the winter
if there's no boat in the slip.
3. Boats on the hard are not exempt from
needing attention.  Check on your boat
now and then.  Give it some love.
Especially with the bathrooms in service
this winter, the Club is a very nice place
to be on a sunny winter day.
4. Boats should be put away for the
winter with sails removed.  If sails are left
in place, please make sure they are very



well secured so they don't unfurl or have
the sail bag ripped away in a high wind
event.  Wind damage can get expensive
and affect other boats in addition to your
own. 

Social Updates 

Kathleen Coode  
Baretta Schmeissner 
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Happy Holidays, Sailors! Thank you to everyone who attended the End-of-Year party. It

was enjoyable to see everyone and celebrate the end of a fantastic season. A special

thanks to Cynthia Moore for the evening’s table decor. It’s always fun to catch up with

everyone and hear about winter plans.

Although the club is closed, don’t worry — we will host a few winter socials scheduled

for January and February. More details will be in the January Semaphore. In the

meantime, enjoy your time with family and friends, and have a joyful holiday season.

Finally, thank you to Larry Bigus for serving as our 2024-2025 Commodore. It was a

busy year, and Larry demonstrated great leadership for our yacht club and genuine care

for our members. I learned a lot from him.

See you all in 2026!

2026 Board Members

 Please feel free to reach out to us with your ideas and concerns.
 Commodore:   Doug Butcher;   

  Vice Commodore:   John Coode;  
  Rear Commodore:   Chris Ross;   

  Treasurer:    Mark Faltemeier;   
  Secretary:   Neal Barkley;    

 Past Commodore:   Lawrence Bigus;   



 Dock Master:   Rob Harte;  
 Harbour Master:    Brandon Hamilton;    

Technology Officer:  Dave Blair;  
 Buildings and Grounds:   Doug Simons;   

  Sail Education:    Barry White;   
  Communications:   Ruth Bigus;   

 Social:   Kathleen Coode;    
 Assistant Treasurer:  Cathi Lesher;  

Ex-Officio: Gary Templeton; 

The Semaphore is available in electronic format only.  Check your email the first week of each month. 

Information for articles is due by 9 p.m. the third Sunday of the preceding month. 

To Contact the Club, the email is: members@perryyachtclub.com 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gko2AghAgmkcfYUc_V4VpMCvk8ln02A6/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:members@perryyachtclub.com



